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           Canadian  Association of Muslims with Disabilities

             Association Canadienne de Musulmans(nes) avec Handicapes


Khutba Talking Points

Topic: Islamic Tradition of Disability Rights and Our Obligation to Include Everyone 

Introduction:

· December 2 marks the annual observance of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities as declared by the United Nations in 1982. 

· CAM-D, the Canadian Association of Muslims with Disabilities, and MDI, Muslims with Disabilities International, have asked us to participate in their campaign to get masjids, Islamic centres and schools to help the Muslim community understand disability from an Islamic perspective.

· Sura Abasa (Chapter 80: 1 – 16)

Key Points:

· People with disabilities in the west enjoy rights protected through laws. The CRPD, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, was tabled by the United Nations to make sure that people with disabilities can fully participate in community life with dignity and respect across the world. Our Islamic centres and masjids are obligated under human rights to make sure that people with disabilities can come to their centres and can participate in all community activities. This means that entrances have to be wheelchair accessible, washroom and wudu facilities have to be accessible, lighting has to be suitable and shoes cannot be cluttering the entrance ways to highlight a few things. 

· This also means that people need to shift their attitudes toward people with disabilities. The Quran and our beloved Prophet peace be upon him set the ultimate example for us, but we are lost in cultural fears toward someone with a disability and are now being reminded because everyone else is doing a better job than us to improve the lives of people with disabilities. 

· Examples of Muslims with Disabilities who were prominent before and during the Prophet’s time

· Link to Prominent Muslims with Disabilities

· Around 7 billion people in the world and at least 10% have disabilities

· Pakistan over 17 million people with disabilities—Egypt about 7 million people with disabilities—U.S. about 54.4 million people with disabilities as reported in 2005

· Canada approximately 4 million people with disabilities or 15% of the Canadian population
Khutba Talking Points Cont’d

Some people are born with disabilities like hearing loss, vision loss and intellectual/developmental disabilities.

Many people acquire disabilities through accidents, disease, illness and war.
We have to learn from our beloved Prophet and change the way we value people with disabilities.  We need to make our centres accessible and respectful so that  people with disabilities feel they belong in the house of Allah when they come to pray.

We can also benefit from the contributions of people with disabilities through their dedication and determination when we include them as volunteers at our events and programs in the mosques.
Closing:

· Let’s remind ourselves today with CAM-D’s words that “We are all created equal by Allah, the Most Glorious, some of us with disabilities and some of us without disabilities.  Some of us experience disability at different stages in life.  Many of us indeed will experience some form of disability as we age.  We are all the creation of the Sovereign, Allah, and therefore entitled to live and participate with dignity and respect as a part of the local and global Muslim Ummah. Toward an inclusive society, nothing about us without us.”
· Let’s pray that our brothers and sisters with disabilities are not pitied or shunned away when they have an intellectual disability or mental illness.  Let’s pray that our sisters and brothers who are deaf or blind get the services they need to learn about Islam through our masjids.  Let’s pray that we build our masjids and centres fully accessible so that our sisters and brothers using wheelchairs, crutches and canes can safely enter and move within the house of Allah. Let’s pray that families caring for children with severe disabilities find supportive environments at Muslim events and gatherings. Let’s pray that we see people with disabilities the same as all of Allah’s creation. O’ Allah, give us patience to support each other. Give us all good health. Let us all use our abilities to make this world more respective and accessible for all of us because we know that we ourselves may have a disability at some point in our lives. 
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